
WHY FOCUS ON INFANTS AND 

TODDLERS? 

First relationships - between child 

and parents - are the context for 

all early development and set 

the stage for success in school 

and in life. When parents cannot 

meet their young child’s physical 

and emotional needs, 

development suffers.  

 

Decreased interaction (neglect) 

between child and parent 

activates the child’s stress 

response, altering brain 

development, often with lifelong 

consequences for learning, 

health, and parenting the next 

generation. (Harvard Center on the 

Developing Child, 2012) 

 

Children exposed to five or more 

significant adversities (e.g. abuse, 

neglect) in their first 3 years face 

a 76% likelihood of having one or 

more delays in development. 
(Richard P. Barth et al., 2012) 
 

Best for Babies is a statewide systems-change initiative that works to improve outcomes for infants 

and toddlers in the courts and child welfare systems. Best for Babies uses the power of judicial 

leadership in collaboration with teams of community service professionals to ensure the needs of 

children are put first.  

HOW DOES BEST FOR BABIES WORK? 

In all Arizona counties, Best for Babies offers training and 

technical assistance to judicial personnel, attorneys, 

CASAs, behavioral health practitioners, early 

interventionists, crisis nurseries, foster parents and licensing 

agencies. Local Court Teams meet monthly to address 

systems issues and share knowledge of the unique needs 

of young maltreated children. 

 

 

LOCAL COURT TEAMS PROVIDE: 

 Training on Attachment, Infant Mental Health, Foster 

Parenting, Trauma and Separation, and more 

 Monthly opportunity to share information about 

community resources and support collaboration 

between child welfare providers 

 Advocacy for systems changes including: 

 Judicial oversight through frequent hearings to assure 

timely services to meet the needs of children and 

parents 

 Concurrent planning to ensure timely permanency 

 Family-centered visitation to build parenting skills and 

parent/child attachment 
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For more information, contact:   

Becky Ruffner at becky@pcaaz.org  

Mary Warren at maryw@pcaaz.org 

bestforbabies.org 

mailto:becky@pcaaz.org
mailto:maryw@pcaaz.org


In Arizona: 

 Children birth to 12 months 

of age are the largest age 

group entering foster care. 

 39% of maltreated children 

are under the age of 3. 

 72% of reports are for 

neglect, which has 

significantly increased since 

2008. 

Independent national evaluation indicates that young 

children in Safe Babies court cases, as compared to the 

control group: 

 Were protected from further maltreatment (James Bell, 2009) 

 Achieved permanency two to three times faster (McCombs-

Thornton, 2012) 

 Exited foster care a year earlier (McCombs-Thornton 2012) 

 Were more likely to achieve permanency with biological 

family members (McCombs-Thornton, 2012) 

 Accessed more timely services (medical, developmental, 

dental) (Economics for the Public Good, 2012) 

 Cost the state systems less (Economics for the Public Good, 2012) 

BEST FOR BABIES IS: 

Funded by First Things First, APS 

and the Margaret T. Morris 
Foundation 

 

Being locally implemented in all 
15 Arizona juvenile courts 

 

Modeled after national Safe 

Babies Court Teams initiative of 

Zero To Three 

Recent evaluation by the Arizona State University Center for 

Applied Behavioral Health Policy (Krysik, J., 2014) finds children 

in Cradle to Crayons (Maricopa County’s Court Teams 

initiative) cases, compared to non-Cradle to Crayons cases: 

 Were less likely to experience further maltreatment 

 Were more likely to remain in stable placement 

 Were less likely to re-enter care within 12 months of 

reunification 

DOES BEST FOR BABIES WORK? 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

 Attend a Best for Babies meeting  

in your areas and share ideas 

 Become a Court-Appointed 

Special Advocate (CASA) 

 Become a foster parent 

 Visit bestforbabies.org for more 

information 

Prevent Child Abuse Arizona is the leading voice that advocates for 

the wellbeing of Arizona’s children through the prevention of child 

abuse and neglect. Our mission is to shift the public conversation 

about child maltreatment so that prevention becomes the priority. 

For more information on Prevent Child Abuse Arizona, please visit our 

website at pcaaz.org. 


